
In our democratically disguised times, Peronism is condemned 
by political theorists as a democratically disguised dictatorship. 
And yet, Eva Perón, the adored icon of the regime, was nothing less 
than the incarnation of the aspirations, the longings and the spirit 
of Argentinean masses. And what is democracy if not a principal-
agent relationship where the principal – the people – has an absolute 
trust in the agent – the rulers? Obviously, this consideration is moot, 
as Dr. Ara lets the reader understand, but his absolute respect for 
Evita, alive and dead, permeates the book. Evita, of humble origins, 
searched out a better life in Buenos Aires. Eventually, after a period 
of struggle, she married General Perón and became the iconic link 
between the government and the descamisados - the lower classes. 
And she honestly cared about her people, heroically fighting for them 
even in the last days of her illness - a rare example of politics raising 
somebody’s dignity! When she died of cancer, at the young age of 
33, the regime faltered and Dr. Ara found his moment of glory as the 
man who, in preserving the corpse of Evita, could keep alive a shaken 
government. The book is a diary of that crazy period when Peronism, 
Pedro Ara and that corpse found themselves entwined in an historic 
embrace. The writing of Dr. Ara is unassuming and the death and 
embalming of Eva is described with affectionate albeit chilling detail. 
His minor personal ambitions and frustrations, oddly mixed with raison 
d’État, are difficult to follow, but one cannot fail to be moved by that 
consumed corpse and that little man united by destiny.
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El ¡Evita se muere! no era un tema 
de propaganda, sino un triste 
lamento surgido del fondo de miles 
y miles de almas que sentían volar 
la suya gemela.
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NOTAS DEL DIARIO PERSONAL DEL DR. ARA
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3'*'+/$,"$ ')C(.,�$!"$E4"$"#$&/!�3".1$/$ J4'&'($!"$"##(*1$*"$")&()+./>/$")$ 
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&(),'<($#(*$!"+/##"*$!"$4)$&()3")'(9$F#$,')'*+.($W")!G$#"$-/."&'�$,4L$ 
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1  DE  AGOSTO  A  las  10  de  la  mañana  fuimos  a  buscar  al  ministro  
!"$ O>./*$ S�>#'&/*1$ ')<")'".($ F#>".+($ Q4-"L.()1$ &()$ "#$ E4"$ 8'&',(*$ 
4)/$ 3'*'+/$ /$ #(*$ #(&/#"*$ !"$ #/$ :�@1$ !�)!()(*$ &4")+/$ !"$ E4"$ #/$ �)'&/$ 
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!"$ #/$ !"*/<./!/>#"$ (.'")+/&'�)1$ -4"*+($ E4"$ 8/$ !"$ !/.$ "#$ *(#$ +(!($ "#$ 
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+"..")($ C4".()$*"�/#/!/*$ #/$/-".+4./$!"$-4".+/*$!"$ ')+".&(,4)'&/&'�)$ 
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&()3".*/)!($*(>."$#/*$."C(.,/*$")$#(*$#(&/#"*$!"$#/$:�@9$W�*$+/.!"$3'*'+G$ 
#/$&/-'##/$/.!'")+"1$")&()+./)!($"#$&/!�3".$'<4/#$E4"$#(*$!�/*$/)+".'(."*9

4  DE  AGOSTO  A  las  11,30  vino  a  visitarme  el  doctor  Trillo  para  
/&(,-/�/.,"$/$#/$&/-�##/$/.!'")+"1$")&()+./)!($"#$&/!�3".$&()$"#$,'*,($ 
/*-"&+(9W'")+./*$ "*+43($ /E4�$ &()3".*/,(*$ /&".&/$ !"$ #/$ )"&"*'!/!$ !"$ 
E4"1$#($/)+"*$-(*'>#"1$*"$."!/&+"$"#$&()3")'($L$*"$8/</$"C"&+'3/$#/$&#�4*4#/$ 
"&()�,'&/9$:(,-.")!'�$-".C"&+/,")+"$L$##"3�$"#$")&/.<($!"$&(,4)'&/.$ 
/#$ !(&+(.$ :�,-(./1$ -."*'!")+"$ !"#$ S/.#/,")+($ L$ ."-."*")+/)+"$ !"#$ 
<")"./#$S".�)$-/./$"*+"$&/*(1$E4"$L($)($-4"!($,(3'#'6/.$4)$-".*()/#$E4"$
+'")"$E4"$/>/)!()/.$(+.(*$+./>/J(*$*')$#/$*"<4.'!/!$!"$E4"$#($3(L$/$-(!".$ 
*(*+")".$ "&()�,'&/,")+"$ ")$ #/$ ,"!'!/$ !"$ #/$ <./)$ ',-(.+/)&'/$ !"$ #/$ 
",-."*/$E4"$/&(,"+",(*9$F$"*+($&()+"*+�$"#$!(&+(.$@.'##($E4"$)($+43'"./$ 
)')<4)/$-."(&4-/&'�)$*(>."$"*"$/*4)+(_$E4"$)($(#3'!/./$E4"$"#$-.')&'-/#$ 
')+"."*/!($ "*$ "#$ S."*'!")+"$ !"$ #/$ j"-�>#'&/_$ E4"$ +(!($ ,/.&8/>/$ >'")$ 
L$E4"1$")$*4$(-')'�)1$"*+/>/$L/$/4+(.'6/!/$ #/$*4,/$!"$qhh9hhh$!�#/."*9$ 
F$ &()+')4/&'�)$ -/*/,(*$ ")$ "#$ /4+($ (%&'/#$ /#$ 3"#/+(.'(1$ !"+")'G)!()(*$ 
4)(*$,')4+(*$/)+"$"#$&/!�3".1$E4"$)($-."*")+/>/$/#+"./&'�)$/#<4)/$!'<)/$ 
!"$,")&'�)9$S".*'*+"1$)($(>*+/)+"1$,'$+",(.$!"$E4"$/#$/>.'.$"#$*/.&�C/<($ 
-/./$&/,>'/.$ "#$ &.'*+/#$ L$ *".$ *4*+'+4�!/$ #/$ /+,�*C"./$!"$ </*"*$E4"$")$G#$
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8/>�/$ -(.$ #/$ )4"3/$ ")+./!/$ !"#$ /'."1$ *"$ +")</$ 4)/$ -.(>/>'#'!/!$,�*$ !"$
/&"#"./.$#/$!"*"&/&'�)$!"$#/*$-/.+"*$!"#'&/!/*1$&(,($*()$#(*$!"!(*$!"$#/*$
,/)(*1$ #/>'(*1$-�.-/!(*1$(."J/*$L$-4)+/$!"$ #/$)/.'69$S(.$ #($!",�*$)($*"$
3'*#4,>./$"#$,")(.$*�)+(,/$!"$E4"$"#$&/!�3".$-4!'"./$!"*&(,-()".*"$
por parte alguna.

5 DE AGOSTO$F$#/*$qh$!"$#/$)(&8"$3'*'+($&()$"#$!(&+(.$@.'##($"#$&/!�3".1$
E4"$ *"$ ")&4")+./$ ")$ "#$ ,'*,($ -".C"&+($ "*+/!(9$ W"$ 3'*'+/$ S"-"$ -/./$
!"&'.,"$E4"$"#$!(&+(.$W"#&8(.$:(*+/$-.(-/#/>/$")+."$ *4*$&(,-/�".(*$
#(*$,G!'&(*$!"$ #/$W(.<4"$ #/$)(+'&'/$ C/#*/$!"$E4"$ "#$ &.'*+/#$ !"#$ /+/�!$ *"$
8/>�/$ .(+($-(.$ #/$-."*'�)$!"$ #(*$ </*"*$!"$ #/$-4+."C/&&'�)$L$E4"$"#$ *"�(.$
S."*'!")+"$!"$#/$j"-�>#'&/$8/>�/$+")'!($E4"$#',-'/.$&()$4)$/#<(!�)$#(*$
#�E4'!(*$E4"$*/#�/)$!"$#/$>(&/$!"#$&/!�3".9$

11  DE  AGOSTO$ P($ *"$ -4"!"$ &(,")6/.$ "#$ +./>/J($ -(.E4"$ /$ #/*$ qq$ 3/)$ /$
!"&'.$4)/$,'*/$")$"#$*/#�)$!"$#/$:�@9$F$#/*$s$!"$#/$+/.!"$3'")"$"#$*"�(.$`'�)$
L$"#$ Y)+")!")+"$!"$ #/$:�@$&()$*4$&/,'()"+/$-/./$+./)*-(.+/.$ #(*$>4#+(*$!"$
."/&+'3(*$ L$ (+.(*$ 4+")*'#'(*$ !"$,'$ -.(-'"!/!9$ F$ #/*$ y$ 8/&")$ "#$ +./*#/!($ !"#$
&/!�3".$/#$#/>(./+(.'(9$T"$/>."$"#$*/.&�C/<($/)+"$#(*$",-#"/!(*$!"$#/$C4)"./.'/1$
#(*$-(#'&�/*$!"$ #/$ &4*+(!'/$-."*'!")&'/#$ L$ "#$ *"�(.$`'�)1$ +(!(*$ #(*$ &4/#"*$ *"$
,4"*+./)$/*(,>./!(*$!"#$-".C"&+($"*+/!($!"#$&/!�3".1$-4"*+($E4"$/-/."&"$
&(,-#"+/,")+"$!4.($ L$ *')$,�*$(#(.$ E4"$ "#$ !"$ #(*$ ')<."!'")+"*$ ",-#"/!(*9 
Mis  temores  acerca  del  estado  de  la  piel  de  las  manos  quedan 
!"*3/)"&'!(*1$ -4"*$ #/*$ /..4</*$ -.(!4&'!/*$ -(.$ #/$ !"*"&/&'�)$ #")+/$ *"$
")&4")+./)$!4./*$&(,($"#$&/.+�)9$`"$")34"#3($#(*$!"!(*$")$4)$/#<(!�)$
&()$ /#&(8(#1$ <#'&".')/$ L$ +',(#1$ -/./$ +")".#(*$ !4./)+"$ +(!/$ #/$ )(&8"$ L$
"*-"./.$*')$!"*)4!/.$"#$&/!�3".$/$E4"$"#$S."*'!")+"$!"&'!/$*'$8/$!"$3")'.$($
)($/$3'*'+/.#(9$̀ "$!"*-.")!($"#$.(*/.'($L$"#$-.")!"!(.$!"#$"*&4!($-".()'*+/1$
E4"$ <4/.!($ -/./$ -()".#($ /$ !'*-(*'&'�)$ !"#$ S."*'!")+"9$ Q"*-4G*$ !"$
&4>.'.#"$(J(*1$)/.'6$L$>(&/$&()$4)$/#<(!�)$8�,"!($")$<#'&".')/1$/#&(8(#$L$
+',(#1$+/-/,(*$"#$/+/�!$L$*4*-")!",(*$"#$+./>/J($8/*+/$,/�/)/1$!"J/)!($
a la custodia presidencial orden terminante de que nadie puede entrar,  
ni ellos tampoco, sino en caso de incendio.

12 DE AGOSTO$ F$ #/*$ qq$ 8/$ ##"</!($ /#$ #/>(./+(.'($ "#$ !(&+(.$:�,-(./1$
/&(,-/�/!($!"$*4$*"&."+/.'(1$!(&+(.$@.'##(9$]�$"*-"&+�&4#($!"$#/$&/>"6/$
!"$ #/$!'C4)+/$ #"$8/$-/."&'!($/*(,>.(*(9$Q'J($E4"$"*+/>/$-".C"&+/,")+"$
&()*".3/!/9$F$#/*$s1sh$!"$#/$+/.!"$8",(*$&(,")6/!($#/$'),".*'�)$!"#$&/-
!�3".9$p"$-."-/./!($qgh$#'+.(*$!"$#'E4'!($&()$/&"+/+($L$)'+./+(9$]#$&/!�3".$
+'")!"$/$w(+/.1$-".($#"$8",(*$*/&/!($"#$/'."$!"$#(*$-4#,()"*$L$>.()E4'(*$
L$ -4"*+($ /#,(8/!'##/*$ -/./$ *4,".<'.#(9$ `"$ 3")!G$ 4)($ -(.$ 4)($ +(!(*$
#(*$!"!(*$!"$#/*$!(*$,/)(*$"$',-."<)G$"#$3")!/J"$/)+"*$!"$#/$'),".*'�)$
&()$#/$,"6&#/$!"$+.'&#(.("+'#")(9$@(!($"#$."*+($!"#$&4".-($)($)"&"*'+/$!"$
ningún cuidado especial como las manos. A las 8,30 de la noche hemos 
!/!($-(.$+".,')/!($"#$+./>/J(1$-()'")!($4)/$+/-/$!"$8'"..($-"*/!/$!"#$
/+/�!$3'"J($-/./$E4"$*4J"+"$#/*$/#,(8/!'##/*$E4"$',-'!")$#/$w(+/&'�)$!"#$

&/!�3".9$p(L$+")<($4)$&(&8"$!"$#/$S(#'&�/1$&()$"#$/<")+"$F./�J($-(.$#/$,/-
�/)/$L$T/#</!($-(.$#/$+/.!"9

13 DE AGOSTO$Q"*-4G*$!"$3'<'#/.$"#$>/�($L$/*"<4./.)(*$!"$E4"$#/$&/-
>"6/$"*+�$*4,".<'!/1$E4"$#/$)/.'6$)($.(+/$")$"#$&.'*+/#$L$E4"$#/*$,/)(*$"*-
+�)$ '<4/#,")+"$*4,".<'!/*1$ .")4"3($ #/*$/#,(8/!'##/*$L$!"!'&($"#$ ."*+($
!"$#/$,/�/)/$/$(.!")/.$#(*$."/&+'3(*$L$#(*$')*+.4,")+(*9

15 DE AGOSTO$F#/*$ qh$ ."3'*/,(*$ +(!($")$"#$ #/>(./+(.'(_$ ')*+/#/,(*$
"#$ #/3/>($-(.+�+'#$ L$ #/$,"*/$!"$ +('#"++"9$Q"*&4>.($"#$ &/!�3".1$ #"$ */&($ #/*$
/#,(8/!'##/*$L$)($+'")"$)')<4)/$6()/$*')$%J/.9$`/$&/./$L$#/*$,/)(*$"*+�)$
,"J(.1$,�*$!"&(#(./!/*9$j")4"3($"#$#'E4'!($E4"$#/*$&4>."9$Y)+")+($##/,/.$
3/.'/*$3"&"*$-(.$+"#GC()(1$-".($#(*$c&(,-/�".(*d$)($+./>/J/)$")$!�/$!"$
%"*+/$L$)($8/L$#�)"/9

7 DE OCTUBRE$S(.$ #/$,/.'/)/$*/&/,(*$"#$&/!�3".$L$ #($C.'&&'()($&()$
#/$,"6&#/$!"&(#(./)+"9$`4"<($#"$!"J($*(>."$#/$&/./$4)$/#<(!�)$",-/-/!($
")$ #/$ ,'*,/$,"6&#/1$ E4"$ !"*-.")!"$ '),"!'/+/,")+"$ ,4&8($ (H�<")(9$ 
W"$/#/.,/$4)$-(&($"#$*")+'.$E4"$#/$."/&&'�)1$*"/$-(.$#/*$*/#"*$!'*4"#+/*$")$
"#$#�E4'!(1$*"/$-(.$#($E4"$*"/1$-.(!4&"$&/#(.1$E4"$*"$&()&")+./$")$#/$,/*/$
!"$/#<(!�)$',-."<)/#($")$"#$#�E4'!($E4"$&4>."$#/$&/>"6/9$]*($,"$')!4&"$
/$ 3(#3".$ /$ #"3/)+/.$ +(!($ L$ !'#4'.$ .",(3'")!($ "#$ #�E4'!($ !"&(#(./)+"1$ 
-(.$,'"!($/$E4"$!4./)+"$,'$/4*")&'/$*"$/&4,4#"$!",/*'/!($(H�<")($L$*"$
-.(!46&/$/#<�)$/+/E4"$/#$,"+/#$($"H&"*'3($&/#(.$!"$."/&&'�)$E4"$-4!'"./$
-".J4!'&/.$ #/$ &/./$ ($ #/$ &/>"6/$ !"#$ &/!�3".9$ ]*/$ -."(&4-/&'�)$,"$ 8/&"$
."<."*/.$-(.$ #/$ +/.!"$/$!/.$4)$ .�-'!($3'*+/6(1$")&()+.�)!(#($ +(!($>'")9$ 
F$ #/*$ r$ !"$ #/$ )(&8"$ ,"$ ")&4")+.($ ")$ #/$ O%&')/$ 4)/$ )(+/$ !"$ E4"$ 8/)$
##/,/!($"#$J"C"$!"$#/$&4*+(!'/$L$"#$/L4!/)+"$S"-"9$F#$8/>#/.#"*$-(.$+"#GC()($
,"$!'&")$ E4"$,"$ >4*&/.()$ -(.E4"$ #"*$ 8/>�/$ /#/.,/!($ #/$ -."*")&'/$ !"$
</*"*$ '..'+/)+"*$ E4"$ #"*$ 8/&�/)$ ##(./.1$ &(,($ #(*$ E4"$ "##(*$ -()")$ /$ #(*$
,/)'C"*+/)+"*9$F4)E4"$L/$,"$%<4.G$E4"$"./$4)/$ C/#*/$/#/.,/1$ C4�$/$ #/*$
qq$!"$#/$)(&8"$L$&(,-.(>G$E4"$8/>�/$*'!($!">'!/$/$4)$&/,>'($!"#$3'")+(1$
E4"1$*(-#/)!($!"#$P(.+"$/$ +./3G*$!"$ #/$3")+/)/$/>'".+/1$8/>�/$",-4J/!($
#/*$",/)/&'()"*$!"#$#�E4'!($&()*".3/!(.$-(.$!">/J($!"$#/$-4".+/$8/&'/$"#$
-/*'##($!"$#/$<4/.!'/9$S()'")!($")$,/.&8/$"#$"H+./&+(.$!"$/'."$*"$"#',')�$
+(!($(#(.$L$#"*$."&(,")!G$E4"$8'&'"./)$#($,'*,($*'$"*+/*$&'.&4)*+/)&'/*$
*"$ ."-'+'"./)1$,�*$/8(./$E4"$&(,'")6/$"#$&/#(.9$S(.$ #($!",�*1$)($8/>�/$
)'$ #/$ ,�*$ ,�)',/$ %#+./&'�)$ )'$ -G.!'!/$ !"$ #�E4'!($ ")$ )')<4)/$ -/.+"9$
S(.$�#+�,/$3"6$")$"#$!�/$8"$ ."3'*/!($"#$&/!�3".1$")&()+.�)!(#($ +(!($")$
perfecto orden.

10, 11 Y 13 DE OCTUBRE$S."-/./,(*$#�E4'!(*$-/./$."')L"&+/.9$]#$T9$:9$
p9$!'*4"#3"$+(!(*$#(*$&.'*+/#"*$!"$+',(#$E4"$E4"./,(*$-()".$L$*".'/$4)/$
<./)$,(!'%&/&'�)$*'$)($C4"./$-(.E4"$8"$&(,-.(>/!($E4"$4)/$-"E4"�/$
&/)+'!/!$!"$/<4/$E4"$*"$,"6&#"$&()$"#$#�E4'!($-."&'-'+/$/#$+.'&#(.($L$/$#(*$
&.'*+/#"*$!"$+',(#$")$C(.,/$&/*'$,'&.(*&�-'&/1$-".($E4"$-.(>/>#",")+"$
(>*+.4'.�/)1$ C(.,/)!($ <.4,(*1$ #(*$ &/-'#/."*$ ($ #/*$ /.+".'/*$ -"E4"�/*9$
:(,($/#$ ')L"&+/.$"#$ #�E4'!($")$#/*$/.+".'/*$!"#$&/!�3".$C(.6(*/,")+"$*"$
8/$!"$")&()+./.$&()$/<4/$!"$#(*$+"J'!(*1$.")4)&'($/$",-#"/.$"*/$,"6&#/$/$
-"*/.$!"$E4"$#/$")&4")+.($+"�.'&/,")+"$�+'#$")$<./!($*4,($L$*".3'.�$-/./$
(+.(*$&/*(*9$p"$8"&8($4)/$)4"3/$,"6&#/$*�#($&()$/#&(8(#$!"$rz�1$C(.,(#$
/#$qh$-(.$qhh$L$+',(#$/#$q$-(.$q9hhh1$E4"$-(.$*".$*(#4>#"$/$"*+/$&()&")+./-
&'�)$")$"#$/<4/$)($)(*$-.(!4&'.�$-."&'-'+/!(*9$p",(*$-."-/./#($"#$/-/./-
+($-/./$')L"&+/.$L$#($8",(*$-.(>/!($&()$/<4/9$]*+">/)$+'")"$E4"$&(.."<'.$
#/$3�#34#/$!"$*"<4.'!/!1$-4"*$-/./$/%)/.$#($E4"$E4".",(*$")$-."*'�)$!"$
/'."1$#/$3�#34#/$."*4#+/$4)$-(&($')&()*+/)+"9$]*+">/)$8/$#',/#($#(*$-'&(*$
!"$#/*$&�)4#/*$!"$#(*$+.�&/."*$-/./$8/&".$&�)4#/*$E4"$E4"!/)$,4L$>'")1$
!"J/)!($/*�$!'*-4"*+($+(!($-/./$."')L"&+/.$,/�/)/1$qv9
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